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VICE VERSA
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2008
92 points | $150 | 200 cases made | Red
Delivers a tight, rich core of perfumed blackberry, black licorice, 

road tar and cedar flavors. Plush at points and then firms nicely, 

ending with a tight, persistent finish. Best from 2014 through 

2024.—J.L.

VINE CLIFF
Cabernet Sauvignon Oakville Private Stock 16 Rows 2009
92 points | $150 | 310 cases made | Red
Offers an impressive mix of ripe cherry, plum and wild berry 

flavors, with crushed rock and floral scents. Well-built and gaining 

depth, with a charming finish that echoes black licorice and sage. 

Best from 2014 through 2024.—J.L.

BERINGER
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Private Reserve 2009
91 points | $140 | 5,315 cases made | Red
Intense and rustic, with a rangy mix of dried berry, earth, leather, 

roasted herb and tobacco leaf flavors. A cool-year Cabernet that 

should benefit from cellaring, yet will always show its sturdy build. 

Best from 2014 through 2026.—J.L.

WASHINGTON
FORCE MAJEURE
Ciel Du Cheval Vineyard Collaboration Series III  
Red Mountain 2009
94 points | $50 | 220 cases made | Red

Density, expansiveness and surprising transparency for such a 

big wine combine to make the spicy, floral plum and blackberry 

flavors hover nicely over refined tannins and linger on the long, 

complex finish. Hints of pepper and mineral add depth. Syrah. 

Best from 2014 through 2020.—H.S.

K
Syrah Wahluke Slope The Hidden Northridge  
Vineyard 2009
94 points | $70 | 370 cases made | Red

Offers freshness, purity and depth in a sleek package, with rose 

petal accents to the ripe blackberry, dark plum and brioche aro-

mas and flavors. Lingers with deftness on the finish. Drink now 

through 2020.—H.S.

K
Syrah Walla Walla Valley The Beautiful 2009
94 points | $60 | 290 cases made | Red
Supple, plush and generous with its rose petal-accented blueberry 

and plum flavors, finishing with seamless integration of tannins. A 

big wine with a gentle mien. Drink now through 2020.—H.S.

CHARLES SMITH
King Coal Stoneridge Vineyard Columbia Valley 2009
94 points | $100 | 385 cases made | Red
Big, broad and decidedly savory, with a strong meaty, earthy com-

ponent to the dark berry and herb flavors. Highly polished, this 

has focus and depth to burn. Not for all tastes, but distinctive and 

impressive. Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah. Drink now through 

2020.—H.S.

K
Ovide En Cerise Walla Walla Valley 2009
93 points | $65 | 205 cases made | Red
Supple, expansive and distinctive for the black olive, barbecue 

smoke and licorice overtones that weave through the dark, ripe 

blueberry and blackberry flavors. Finishes with hints of basalt and 

dark spices. Nicely put together, with a harmonious finish. Caber-

net Sauvignon and Syrah. Drink now through 2019.—H.S.

K
Roma En Chamberlin Walla Walla Valley 2009
93 points | $65 | 185 cases made | Red
Prominent earthy and gamy notes add depth and complexity 

to the rich vein of blackberry, dried blueberry and seared steak 

flavors that glide easily over polished tannins into the long, vivid 

finish. Offers great presence and distinctive flavors. Cabernet Sau-

vignon and Syrah. Drink now through 2018.—H.S.

CADENCE
Bel Canto Cara Mia Vineyard Red Mountain 2009
92 points | $55 | 250 cases made | Red
Velvety and round, with a nice transparency to the plum, red berry 

and roast beef flavors, lingering on the spicy finish. Offers el-

egance and depth. Cabernet Franc, Merlot and Petit Verdot. Drink 

now through 2016.—H.S.

K
Syrah Walla Walla Valley Cougar Hills 2009
92 points | $45 | 300 cases made | Red
Rich, complex, powerful and compelling, densely packed with 

ripe blackberry, black cherry, licorice and tar flavors that keep 

pumping through the rock-solid finish. Best from 2014 through 

2020.—H.S.

K
Syrah Wahluke Slope Pheasant Vineyard 2009
91 points | $35 | 375 cases made | Red
Round and generous, with the flavors leaning toward the dark 

side, but the structure is crisp and expressive, offering blackberry, 

tar and black pepper in the profile. Drink now through 2017.—H.S.

K
Syrah Wahluke Slope Milbrandt 2009
90 points | $30 | 750 cases made | Red
Smooth and inviting, with a meaty animal note adding a spark of 

interest to the ripe, walnut-accented black cherry flavors. The fin-

ish tastes a bit cooked, but this is distinctive and welcoming. Drink 

now through 2017.—H.S.
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Wine Spectator’s tasting staff includes 12 people in two offices. 

They work together to review more than 18,000 wines each 

year, more than any other publication. Together, our six senior 

tasters count more than 140 years of tasting experience. 

 We always taste wine blind in our offices in Napa and New 

York. This is your guarantee that our reviews are fair and objec-

tive, and that a wine’s reputation or price does not influence its 

score. Each editor specializes in the wines of specific regions; 

their initials identify the taster of each wine reviewed. We score 

wines using the 100-point scale, explained below.

James Laube Senior editor, Napa

Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. Tasting beat: 

California 

Kim Marcus Managing editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: 

Austria, Greece, Portugal, southern France

Thomas Matthews Executive editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: New York, Spain

James Molesworth Senior editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1997. Tasting beat: Bordeaux, Finger 

Lakes, Loire Valley, Rhône Valley, South Africa

Bruce Sanderson Tasting director, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1993. Tasting beat: Burgundy,  

Germany, Italy

Harvey Steiman Editor at large, San Francisco

Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. Tasting beat:  

Australia, Oregon, Washington 

Tasting staff: 

Tim Fish (California) 

Alison Napjus (Alsace, Beaujolais,  

Champagne, Italy)  

Nathan Wesley (Argentina, Chile,  

southern Italy) 

MaryAnn Worobiec (California, New Zealand)

Wine Spectator’s 100-Point Scale
95–100 Classic
90–94 Outstanding
85–89 Very good
80–84 Good
75–79 Mediocre
50–74 Not recommended

WINE SPECTATOR’S TASTERS

The Most Experienced Team of Wine Journalists in the World

HOT WINES
These are the most exciting discoveries from our editors’ most recent tastings, pub-

lished exclusively in Wine Spectator Insider. They are high-scoring, low-production 

wines from around the world that may be difficult to find, but are worth seeking out.

CHARLES SMITH
Syrah Columbia Valley Royal City Stoneridge  
Vineyard 2009
97 points | $140 | 400 cases made | Red

Supple, rich and complex, this is a towering, majestic wine layered 

with floral, mineral and exotic spice character around a core of 

meaty black cherry, licorice and maple flavors. It all comes togeth-

er seamlessly on the long, expressive finish. Drink now through 

2020. From Washington.—H.S.

QUILCEDA CREEK
Cabernet Sauvignon Columbia Valley 2009
96 points | $135 | 3,985 cases made | Red
Pure and impressively expressive, with focused currant, plum, 

blackberry and black olive aromatics turning on the palate to a 

more complex profile, weaving in coffee, crème brûlée and chai 

tea notes, all wrapped in a polished texture. The finish doesn’t 

want to quit. Best from 2015 through 2024. From  

Washington.—H.S.

BOOKWALTER
Chapter 4 Columbia Valley 2009
95 points | $85 | 202 cases made | Red
Dark and brooding, this is dense with black cherry, blackberry 

and black pepper flavors that show hints of savory bacon and 

roasted vegetables around the edges, coming together artfully in 

a smooth, muscular finish. Offers depth and distinction without 

tremendous weight. Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and 

Syrah. Best from 2014 through 2020. From Washington.—H.S.

K
The Creator Walla Walla Valley 2009
95 points | $55 | 300 cases made | Red
Firm, focused and dripping with personality, this is full of wet 

slate, rare meat and sourdough toast flavors, along with dense, 

dark blueberry and plum fruit, all competing for attention 

against polished tannins that let the finish roll on and on. Cab-

ernet Sauvignon and Syrah. Best from 2014 through 2020. From 

Washington.—H.S.

PEDESTAL
Merlot Columbia Valley 2009
95 points | $55 | 1,994 cases made | Red
Round, generous and expressive, offering plum, loganberry, cherry 

and clove flavors that pick up hints of loam and floral character as 

the finish tightens its focus. Impressive for its length and deft bal-

ance. Best from 2013 through 2019. From Washington.—H.S.

DANA
Cabernet Sauvignon Howell Mountain Hershey  
Vineyard 2009
94 points | $325 | 77 cases made | Red

Bold, rustic, dense and chewy, this is a powerful yet harnessed 

expression of mountain-grown Cabernet. Firm, with spice, floral, 

dried currant and berry flavors, ending with a loamy earth mineral-

ity. Best from 2014 through 2028. From California.—J.L.
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DANA
Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford Helms Vineyard 2009
92 points | $325 | 65 cases made | Red
High-toned plum and raspberry flavors are at the core of this 

supple and fleshy red, which is slow to gain depth and richness 

but does so in an elegant manner. Drink now through 2021.—J.L.

KEEVER
Cabernet Sauvignon Yountville 2009
92 points | $95 | 785 cases made | Red
Rich and notably herbal, with a firm core of dried currant, loamy 

earth, roasted herb and tobacco flavors, ending with tannins that 

are ripe and gripping. Best from 2014 through 2025.—J.L.

LA JOTA
Cabernet Sauvignon Howell Mountain 2009
92 points | $50 | NA cases made | Red
Intense, supple and graceful, with a potent beam of mineral-laced 

dried berry, currant, cedar and tobacco flavors, fulfilling its focus 

and promising a long life ahead. Best from 2014 through  

2028.—J.L.

MACAULEY
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Beckstoffer  
To Kalon 2009
92 points | $125 | 184 cases made | Red

A robust effort that delivers a big, rich array of flavors with a mea-

sure of restraint, offering dense, chewy coconut oak, blackberry, 

black licorice, spice and cedar. Best from 2014 through 2024.—J.L.

Insider
A FIRST LOOK AT OUR EDITORS’ MOST EXCITING NEW WINES

NAPA CABERNETS from both the old lions and small-production cult upstarts join Washington 

reds from some of the hottest producers in the state in this week’s Wine Spectator Insider.

Cabernets from old-school names like Robert Mondavi, Beringer, Pine Ridge and Paradigm im-

press with recent 2008 and 2009 releases, alongside offerings from Dana, Realm, Ramey and Dere-

noncourt, the Napa label of Bordeaux consultant Stéphane Derenoncourt.

Top honors here, up to 97 points, go to Washington, however, where Charles Smith’s eponymous 

label and K bottles both clean up. The latest Quilceda Creek Cabernet is in the mix as well. Check 

out the six Hot Wines on page 4.

CALIFORNIA
DANA
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Lotus Vineyard 2009
93 points | $325 | 195 cases made | Red
Enticingly elegant, with generous floral, plum and wild berry 

flavors, supported by subtle anise, loamy earth and dried berry 

notes, gaining depth and nuance. Best from 2014 through  

2027.—J.L.

DERENONCOURT
Cabernet Franc Coombsville 2008
93 points | $140 | 145 cases made | Red
Very ripe and fleshy, with pure, rich dark berry and raspberry fla-

vors. Both supple-textured and well-structured, ending with fine-

grained tannins that give this traction. A classy Cabernet Franc. 

Drink now through 2024.—J.L.

ROBERT CRAIG
Cabernet Sauvignon Mount Veeder 2009
92 points | $70 | 1,004 cases made | Red
Intense, focused and vibrant, with a beam of mineral-laced dried 

berry, currant and cedar flavors, this is slow to unfold but does  

so gracefully. Long and persistent. Best from 2013 through 

2025.—J.L.
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Wine Spectator’s tasting staff includes 12 people in two offices. 

They work together to review more than 18,000 wines each 

year, more than any other publication. Together, our six senior 

tasters count more than 140 years of tasting experience. 

 We always taste wine blind in our offices in Napa and New 

York. This is your guarantee that our reviews are fair and objec-

tive, and that a wine’s reputation or price does not influence its 

score. Each editor specializes in the wines of specific regions; 

their initials identify the taster of each wine reviewed. We score 

wines using the 100-point scale, explained below.

James Laube Senior editor, Napa

Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. Tasting beat: 

California 

Kim Marcus Managing editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: 

Austria, Greece, Portugal, southern France

Thomas Matthews Executive editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: New York, Spain

James Molesworth Senior editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1997. Tasting beat: Bordeaux, Finger 

Lakes, Loire Valley, Rhône Valley, South Africa

Bruce Sanderson Tasting director, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1993. Tasting beat: Burgundy,  

Germany, Italy

Harvey Steiman Editor at large, San Francisco

Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. Tasting beat:  

Australia, Oregon, Washington 

Tasting staff: 

Tim Fish (California) 

Alison Napjus (Alsace, Beaujolais,  

Champagne, Italy)  

Nathan Wesley (Argentina, Chile,  

southern Italy) 

MaryAnn Worobiec (California, New Zealand)

Wine Spectator’s 100-Point Scale
95–100 Classic
90–94 Outstanding
85–89 Very good
80–84 Good
75–79 Mediocre
50–74 Not recommended
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HOT WINES
These are the most exciting discoveries from our editors’ most recent tastings, pub-

lished exclusively in Wine Spectator Insider. They are high-scoring, low-production 

wines from around the world that may be difficult to find, but are worth seeking out.

CHARLES SMITH
Syrah Columbia Valley Royal City Stoneridge  
Vineyard 2009
97 points | $140 | 400 cases made | Red

Supple, rich and complex, this is a towering, majestic wine layered 

with floral, mineral and exotic spice character around a core of 

meaty black cherry, licorice and maple flavors. It all comes togeth-

er seamlessly on the long, expressive finish. Drink now through 

2020. From Washington.—H.S.

QUILCEDA CREEK
Cabernet Sauvignon Columbia Valley 2009
96 points | $135 | 3,985 cases made | Red
Pure and impressively expressive, with focused currant, plum, 

blackberry and black olive aromatics turning on the palate to a 

more complex profile, weaving in coffee, crème brûlée and chai 

tea notes, all wrapped in a polished texture. The finish doesn’t 

want to quit. Best from 2015 through 2024. From  

Washington.—H.S.

BOOKWALTER
Chapter 4 Columbia Valley 2009
95 points | $85 | 202 cases made | Red
Dark and brooding, this is dense with black cherry, blackberry 

and black pepper flavors that show hints of savory bacon and 

roasted vegetables around the edges, coming together artfully in 

a smooth, muscular finish. Offers depth and distinction without 

tremendous weight. Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and 

Syrah. Best from 2014 through 2020. From Washington.—H.S.

K
The Creator Walla Walla Valley 2009
95 points | $55 | 300 cases made | Red
Firm, focused and dripping with personality, this is full of wet 

slate, rare meat and sourdough toast flavors, along with dense, 

dark blueberry and plum fruit, all competing for attention 

against polished tannins that let the finish roll on and on. Cab-

ernet Sauvignon and Syrah. Best from 2014 through 2020. From 

Washington.—H.S.

PEDESTAL
Merlot Columbia Valley 2009
95 points | $55 | 1,994 cases made | Red
Round, generous and expressive, offering plum, loganberry, cherry 

and clove flavors that pick up hints of loam and floral character as 

the finish tightens its focus. Impressive for its length and deft bal-

ance. Best from 2013 through 2019. From Washington.—H.S.

DANA
Cabernet Sauvignon Howell Mountain Hershey  
Vineyard 2009
94 points | $325 | 77 cases made | Red

Bold, rustic, dense and chewy, this is a powerful yet harnessed 

expression of mountain-grown Cabernet. Firm, with spice, floral, 

dried currant and berry flavors, ending with a loamy earth mineral-

ity. Best from 2014 through 2028. From California.—J.L.


